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From Bethlehem 

Now, gather the troops, you daughter of troops. 

A siege is laid against us. 

    With a rod they will strike the judge of Israel on the cheek. 

2 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

    though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

    from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel. 

    His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity. 

3 Therefore the LORD will give them up, 

    until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child. 

    Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people of Israel. 

4 He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the LORD, 

    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

    They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth. 

5 This one will be their peace. 

—Micah 5:1-5a (EHV) 

Yesterday, might have begun like one of the worst days that I have experienced. I noticed that my phone was not 

charging. So, I tried to get some junk out with a bobby pin. Needless to say, I got the junk out but destroyed the 

charging port in doing this. So, I woke up with no phone. This means no schedule, no watch, and no means of 

communication. I was unable to get a cup of coffee because my Keurig needs to be cleaned or fixed. Then, with 

no phone or coffee, I got into my car… already running later than I wanted… and… my car wouldn’t start. Are you 

kidding me? So, we used our quick jump battery. It didn’t work. I had to take my wife’s van to get to church… only 

to see that her car was 13 miles away from empty. That was a terrible, stressful morning for me. It is crazy how a 

lack of power led to a lack of peace in life. My phone and car’s battery had no power, so I had no peace.  

In reality, these problems were not all that big. They all were solved quickly. Certainly, they were not the problems 

faced by many others. We can soon think about the problems that Micah’s audience faced or think of the stress of 

Mary and Joseph as the traveled to Bethlehem.  

Today, we finish our series on the road to Bethlehem. As we arrive in Bethlehem with Mary and Joseph, we look 

back to Micah’s prophecy about power and peace from Bethlehem. In Bethlehem, the virgin would give birth to a 

son. He was powerful and gave peace. From Bethlehem, there was power and peace.  

What do we know about this town named Bethlehem? Well, the name means, “house of bread.” It appears based 

on a reference from Genesis, that the previous name was Ephrath. Here, Micah tells us that it was a small town. It 

was about six miles south of Jerusalem. Bethlehem was not a majorly important city in society. Ibzan, an 

insignificant judge in many ways, was from Bethlehem. The account of Ruth after the return from Moab took place 

in Bethlehem. The biggest claim to fame for Bethlehem was that it was the city of David. The most important thing 

about Bethlehem is what is prophesied here in Micah 5.  

Let’s consider further this prophecy from Micah. Micah prophesied at the end days of the Assyrian threat of the 

Northern kingdom. He prophesied during a stressful time for people. To place this book, Micah was a 

contemporary of Isaiah. Micah preached three cycles of rebukes and hope. These were to the people, leaders, 

and nation. This prophecy was given during the second cycle, to the leaders. Micah’s message strongly rebuked 

and warned the bad shepherds and leaders. Then it shared hope for them in a future kingdom of peace. The 

scattered people would be brought back. This prophecy took place in a message of hope regarding leaders. Yet, 

this message stands out. This strikes one as something that would be fulfilled in a different way. In the face of bad 

leaders, God would send from Bethlehem a good leader, one that had power and gave peace.  

Let’s break this prophecy down for a moment. Let’s consider further what Micah says will come from Bethlehem.  

“Now, gather the troops, you daughter of troops. A siege is laid against us. With a rod they will strike the judge of 

Israel on the cheek.” Micah gives this message during a time in which they were not experiencing peace. They 

had frustration and difficulty in the face of the Assyrian threat.  



“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,” Notice how he addressed Bethlehem in this way. Ephrathah is the other name 

of the city. Something big is about to be said.  

“though you are small among the clans of Judah,” Bethlehem was not a large significant city.  

“from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.” Although Bethlehem was not a large, 

significant city, out of Bethlehem would come God’s ruler. In response to the rebuke God had for the rulers, he 

said he would send a ruler.  

“His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.” Notice, that the term, origins or goings forth, is 

plural. With this, we think about how his origins are ancient from the line of David and back to Abraham and back 

to Adam. With this, we also think about how this promised ruler was the Son of God. He is eternal.  

“Therefore the LORD will give them up, until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child.” A woman in 

Bethlehem would give birth to this ruler. We know that this is talking about Mary.  

“Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people of Israel.” The Lord would give the people 

up into exile and would bring them back. Using the language of the exile, Micah prophesied regarding the peace 

that flows from the power of this ruler.  

“He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.” 

This promised ruler from Bethlehem would rule with the strength of the LORD because he is the LORD. But his 

strength would be demonstrated in the gentleness of shepherding. His powerful ruling would bring peace.  

“They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth.” In the face of stress and issues, 

the prophesied ruler from Bethlehem would cause the people to dwell securely. He would have the power to give 

peace.  

Finally, “This one will be their peace.” Following the rebuke of the bad leaders, Micah speaks about hope from 

God. In this hope is this prophecy regarding a ruler, who is God and man, that will in demonstrating his power 

give peace. Micah’s prophecy was fulfilled when Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem for the census. There, 

Jesus, who in the womb of Mary was God and man, was born in Bethlehem. From Bethlehem, the powerful Son 

of God came as a little baby to give peace.  

During the Assyrian threat, God through Micah gave this message of peace. In the time of bad rulers, sin, and 

rebellion, God repeated his promise of a messianic ruler that would deliver His people. The messianic ruler would 

be born in Bethlehem. God orchestrated history that Mary and Joseph would travel to Bethlehem and there he 

would fulfill his promise. “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, from 

you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel. His goings forth are from the beginning, from the 

days of eternity.” 

It does not appear that people will seize us from this nation and bring us to some form of captivity. Yet, there are 

stresses and difficulties that we face. Whether it is as mundane as a dead car battery or as threatening as a 

society that hates God and His Word, where do you look for peace? Perhaps, you look to earthly rulers and 

authorities. Likely, many of them will fail you. Ultimately, none of them can have the power to give true peace. 

Instead, look back to Bethlehem. From Bethlehem, Jesus came in power to give you peace. Look to the baby in 

a manger, he is the perfect ruler for you. As true God, he could truly give you peace because he had the power to 

overcome sin and the devil. As true God, he had the power to live perfectly and never sin. As true God, his death 

on the cross could be powerful enough for you. The Son of God took flesh and was born in Bethlehem for you. He 

did this to give you eternal peace. In the difficulties of life, look to this ruler.  

During the Assyrian threat as they waited for the Christ to come, the Holy Spirit used this message of the 

messianic ruler to give Micah’s audience peace. During our stresses as we wait for Christ to come again, the Holy 

Spirit uses this same message to give us peace. Jesus came to be our ruler. Jesus rules us with power. Jesus 

gives us peace. As we look to Bethlehem, we are comforted. Comfort from Jesus. Look what your God has done.  

Yesterday was a rough day for me. I don’t know what you are all going through, but many of you are likely having 

rough days as well. It is good that you are here today. In church, God comes to us with his gifts. Today, through 

the message of Micah, you receive peace from the God who has the power to give it. Mary and Joseph finished 

their journey to Bethlehem and the Son of God was born. Next week, we get to celebrate this peace from God. 

Amen.  


